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Workshops and Training

NUJS Kolkata Explores the World of Cryptic
Crosswords with Extra-C

29th January 2025 NUIS, Kolkata

On 28th January 2025, the West Bengal Mational Uni-
wersity of lurldical Sclences (NUIS), Kolkata, hosted
a dynamic cryplic crofsword workshop conducted
by Extra-C. Designed to inftroduce law students to
the intellectually enrlehing world of eryptle puzzles,
the session combined theory and practice In an en-
gaging format.

Students like Karthika Reddy, Meelaksh Satl, and
Shreyansh Fha pracsed the experience, expressing

imterest in future contests like NMICE, ACAD Plus, and ACAD Global The workshop proved to be a fun
yet impactful foray into eryplic erosswords, sharpening anahftical thinking and language skills.

Acrostic: Workshop on Crossword and Quiz

15th February 2024 DCE Campus

A workshop on Crosswords was conducted by the renowned cruciverbalist Mr Alan Cowell on 15th
February 2024 at the DCE Campus. Following the workshop two contests- Crossword Contest and
Quiz Contests were also organised. In recognition of the participants' cutstanding achievements, a
tatal prize money of 15,000 INR was awarded,

Crossword Contest Winners Quiz Contest Winners _' -

1. Suryesh Kumar 1. Ritik Raushan i
2. Abhigautam Kumar 2. Ayush Kumar |
3. Maman 3. Suryesh Kumar |

several dignitaries including Shi Vivek Kumar Singh, 145, Development Cammissioner, Gavernment of
Bihar, Shri Pradeep Choudhary, Faculty [Rtd. ) fram DU and Shri Anil Singh, Director of Extra C graced the |
event with their esteemed presence and invaluable encouragement I




71__1“__-{? E A | I““\

Workshops and Training

I
1
s

— Warkshop For BR Ambedkar Residential Schools

19th -24th February 2024, BR Ambedkar Residential School, Patna

An engaging six-day online workshop on Cryptic Crosswords was organised for Dr Bheam Rao
Ambedkar Residential Schools OF Bihar By Extra-C with support fram 5C & 5T Welfare Department,
Government of Bihar, The workshop arganised from Fabruary 19th to 24th, brought together 300 stu-
dents and teachers from 30 schools across 25 districts.

A wonderful moment of learming and exchange between teachers, students and cross-disciplinary
R— expeart Mr. Vinayak Ekbote E—

Workshop For BR Ambedkar Residential Schools

ath -14th September 2024, BR Ambedkar Residential School, Patna

= Extra-C; in collaboration with the Department of Welfare for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
: Government of Bihar, organized & siv-doy offline workshop from 9th September till 14th September
= 2024 at the Dr. B.A. Ambedkar 10+2 Scheduled Caste Girls' Residential School in Gaighat, Patna, The
workishop aimed to introduce students to the art of solving cryptic crosswords, a skill that enhances

both critical thinking and voecabulary. The sessions were expertly led by renowned crossword special-
ists Mr. Vinayak Ekbote and Mr. Sanjeev Verma, who guided participants through the complaxities of -L-—-—
ciryptic clues and the strategies behind solving them t
I
f

| The workshop saw enthusiastic participation from 10 teams, represanting various districts, including
Darbhanga, Aurangabad. Patna, Madhepura, Motihari, and Gaya.
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Puzzle Beyond Words- Discover the Secrets

o

26th Sep 2023, TSIPARD, Telangana

On September 26th, 2023, Leefam Ventures, in collaboration with Extra-C, hosted a workshop titled
"Workshop on Crossword Puzzle: Beyond Words - Discover the Secrets” at TSIPARD, Rajendranagar,
Telangana. The workshop was graced by the esteemed presence of Dr. E Naveen Nicolas, |AS, Socre-
tary of TSWHREIS and TTWREIS, who delivered the opening remarks and highlighted the importance of
inteliectual development through activities such as cryptic crosswords.
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The primary session of the workshop was led by Mr, Vinayak Ekbote, a renowned crossword expert
and was attended by the teachers of TSWREIS and TTWREIS,  —

‘I

Workshop For BIPARD Trainees

In 2024, Extra-C organized a séries of targeted workshop sessions aimed at enhancing the compé-
tence and professional development of trainees at the Bihar Institute of Public Administration (Bi-
PARD}. These workshops, held at the Patna and Gaya centers, were designed to equip government of -
ficers, lecturers, school teachers, clerks, and other administrative staff with skills that go beyond their
regular training—specifically in areas like cryptic crosswords, public speaking, general knowledge,

and writing. —I—-—
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Mrienkatesh with BIPARD team
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A Year of Talent, Triumph, and Transformation

SRCC Crossword Contest 2024

The Cryptle Crossword Confest held at the Sd Ram
College of Commerce (SRCC) campus in New Delhi
an 9th May 2024, Organized by Extra-C in collabora-
tion with the Crossword Associstion of Delhi [CWaAD)
and learning partner Leafam Ventures, the event saw
enthusiastic participation from SRCC studenis, who
eagerly tackled the challenging clues.

'Puzzle Safarl' Contest

A vibrant crossword and quiz competition titled
"Puzzle Safan" took center stage during a three-day
Mature Education Camp held at the Sanjay Gandhi Bi-
clagical Park in Patna on 14th June 2024, Centered
arcund the theme ol flora and fauna, the event, orga-
nized by Leefam Ventures, witnessed an eager partic-
ipation of students, brimming with curiosity and en-

thusiasm.

The Bangalore Open Crossword League

The Bangalore Open Crossword League organized by Extra-C and Crossword Association of Karnata-
ka, held on 19th July 2024 at Reckwood Green Public School, Bangalore, marked an exciting day for
crossward enthusiasts, The event witnessed 50 plus participants from various schools and colleges

across the Bangalore, The league was groced by the presence of the esteemed chief guest, Dr, HM,

Prasanna.
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Cryptic Brilliance at LSR: A Crossword Celebration

18th Feb 2025, LSR, Delhi

Lady Shri Ram College for Women, Delhi University, played host to a thought-provoking Crossword
Contest organized by Extra-C, reatfirming its commitmant to fostering intellectual curiasity and word-
play smong students, The event opened with a captivating seorkshop on cryptic crosswords by Mr.
Vinayak Ekbote, Wice President of the Crossword Association of Delhi

The event was graced by distinguished guests, including Mr, Vivek Singh, Chief Mentor of Extra-C; Mr,
Amrit Lugun, Former Ambassador to Greece; Mrs, Suman Sharma, Principal, LSR College; Dr. Ritu
Sapra, Delhi University; and faculty members Dr. Tripti Bassi and Dr. Junaki Ghaosh,

Crossword Captivates Minds at lIT Kanpur's Alfaaz

Jist Oct 2025, T Kanpur

Wit met wisdom at the Cryptic Crossword Challenge, a highlight of Alfaaz, the annual Inerary festival
of lIT Kanpur. Organized by Extra-C in collaboration with the Literary Society of IT Kanpur, the event
brought together crossword enthusiasts for an afternoon of intellectual excitement, wordplay, and ca-
raraderie,

|

j 7 3°s0P |

e

- LN

eF |

1

HT Kanpur Winners with Crosssword Expert Mr\inayak Eknbote
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- IHU OPEN CROSSWORD CONTEST 2024

O 15t February 2024 , Extra-C and Crossword Asso-
ciation of Delhi organized an Open Crossword Con-
. | test at lamia Hamdard in the national capital. The

L | gvent kicked off with an insightful workshop on cryp-

| tic crosswords led by the renowned cruciverbalist,
. Mr. Vinayak Ekbote, who guided participants through
the art of cracking clues. Partficipants showcased
: their skills in written prelims and an exhilarating

on-stage showdowm,

| LSE DFPEN CROSSWORD CONTEST 2024
The DSE Open Crossword Contest 2024, held on
March Gth, 2024, at the Delhi School of Economics in
New Delhi, saw an overwhelming and enthusiastic
turmout from students scross several prestiglous cal-
leges, including Hindu Cellege, Miranda Howse,
] Ramjas College, and lawaharlal MNehro Unlversity
(MUY The event brought together bright minds from
these renowmed institutions, all eager to showcase
their puzzle-solving skills and intellectual agility.
The event commenced with a workshop conducted
by crossword swpert Mr. Vinyak Ekbote, who ex-
plored the infricate world of cryptic crosswords. The
two stage contest tested participants through the { K B |
written prelims and On-stage rounds
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Ramjas College Crossword Contest 2024

The event kicked off with a highly informative workshop led by crossword expart Mr. Vinayak Ekbote,
———Lf who guided participants through the finer details and strategies of solving erossword. This workshop
] get the tone for the rest of the event, eguipping contestants with valuable skills before the praliminar- |
ies began. As the contest progressed, the top scorers advenced to the highly anticipated on-stage
round, where the final showdown of the brightest minds took place. E’
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IMU Open Crossword Contest 2024

The JNU Qpen Crossword Contest was a thrilling in-
tellectual challenge that fook place ab the Arts and
Apsthetics Auditorium on the INLU campus. Held on
12th April 2024, the contest contest saw 55 portici-
pants, primarily from JNU and IIT Delhi, competing to
crack cryptic clues in a written preliminary round fol-
Iowed by an on-stage final, where the top six contes-

tants showcased their skills,

Mumbai Cpen Crossword Contest 2024

The atmosphere at 1M Mumbai was electric on 16th
March 2024 as seasoned crossword veterans and
spger newcomers came together for the highly antici-
pated Mumbai Open Crossword Contest 2024. The
event witnessed participants from backgrounds such
as school students, [IT and 1M alumni, and working
professionals all competing for the title.

Mirenda House Open Crossword Contest 2024

The Open Crossword Contest 2024, held as part of the two-day Rachita Dasgupta Memorial Quiz Fest
at Miranda House in Mew Delhi on 18th April 2024 , was a thrilling display of wit, intellect, and wordplay.
The contest withessed intense competition &s participants grappled with cryptic elues, with students

fram UT Delhi emerging as the dominant force in the crossword battle.
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SRCC Crossword Contast 2024

The Cryptic Crossword Contest held at the S Ram
College of Commerce (SRCC) campus in New Delhi
on &th May 2024. Organized by Extra-C in collabora-
tion with the Crossword Association of Delhi [CWAD)
and learning partner Leefam Ventures, the event saw
enthusiastic participation from SRCC students, who

sagerly tackled the challenging clues,

'Puzzle Safari® Contest

A wvibrant crossword and guiz competition titled
"Puzzle Safari" took center stage during a three-day
Mature Education Camp held at the Sanjay Gandhi Bi-
aological Park in Patna on 14th June 2024, Centerad
around the theme of flora and fauna, the event, orga-
nized by Leefam Ventures, witnessed an eager partic-
ipation of students, brimming with curlosity and en-
thusiasm,

The Bengalore Open Crossword Leagus
The Bangalore Open Crosasward Lesgue organized by Extra-C and Crossword Association of Karnata- '1_
ka, held on 19th July 2024 at Rockwood Green Public School, Bangalore, marked an exciting day for i
crossword enthuslasts. The event witnessed 50 plus participants from various schooals and colleges |
across the Bangalore, The league was graced by the presence of the esteemed chief guest, Dr. H.M. |

Frasanma.
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